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J4 Meeting 216 MINUTES


Accredited Standards Committee

NCITS

Minutes (Approved -- 22 March 1999)

Meeting Number 216, 15 - 20 November 1998
Host:  Mr. Don Schricker, Micro Focus

J4 COBOL Technical Committee
Secretary: Mr. Raymond W. Fisher, CCP, EDS

Carmel, California

Mr. Don Schricker, chair, called the 216th meeting of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee to order at 0835 hours Pacific Standard Time (PST) on Sunday, 15 November 1998 in Carmel, California.  This meeting is co-located with WG4 meeting 20.

The paragraphs in these minutes correspond to the agenda item number regardless of the sequence in which topics were processed.  If the committee did not discuss a subordinate agenda item, that item is omitted from the minutes.  Actions under some agenda items may have occurred on multiple days.  No attendance is shown for 19 November, because that entire day was spent in WG4 session.

Attendance:


Name
Organization




Dates         November 1998





15
16
17
18

20


Donald F. Nelson
Compaq
M
M
M
M

M


Brian Murray Watts
De Montfort University
WK
WK
WK
WK

-


Ab de Lange
Department of Defense
-
-
WN
WN

-


Raymond W. Fisher, CCP
EDS
M
M
M
M

M


Kazuhiko Noba
Fujitsu Limited
WJ
WJ
WJ
WJ

WJ


Artur Reimann
Fujitsu Software
M
M
M
M

M


Bernd Ewert
Gesellschaft f(r
Organisation und
Informationsverarbeitung (GOI)
WG
WG
-
WG

-


Walter Murray
Hewlett-Packard
A
A
A
A

-


Ann Wallace
IBM
M
M
M
M

M


Stephen S. Miller
IBM
-
A
A
A

A


Bruce Hobbs, CCP, CDP
Interex SIGCOBOL
 (Engineered Software) / Karlins’ Korner
-
L
A
A

-


Robert A. Karlin
Karlins’ Korner
M
M
M
M

M


Wataru Takagi
ITSCJ
M
M
M
M

M


Tetsuji Imajo
ITSCJ
A
A
-
A

A


Othmar Augustin
Mercedes-Benz / GOI
WG
WG
-
WG

-


Don A. Schricker  (Chair)
Micro Focus
M
M
M
M

M


Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
self
M
M
M
M

M


Rod Grealish
self
WK
WK
WK
WK

-


William M. Klein
self
N
N
N
N

-


Josef Strobl
Siemens Nixdorf Informationssysteme AG
WG
WG
WG
WG

-


John Piggott
SPC Systems Ltd.
-
WK
WK
WK

-


John R. Brieschke 
Unisys
M
M
M
M

--


Barry Tauber
Victor Consulting
M
M
M
M

--


Stephen Spiro
Wizard Systems
M
M
M
M

--


Owen Leibman
Wizard Systems
-
A
A
A

-


Legend of Attendance List:

A
alternate member present

G
guest present

L
liaison representative present

M
primary member present

N
non-voting member present

O
observer present

W
WG4 delegate guest present


 - WG - WG4 delegate for Germany


 - WJ - WG4 delegate for Japan


 - WN - WG4 delegate for The Netherlands


 - WK - WG4 delegate for United Kingdom

--
primary member absent

-
person absent

*
member did not fulfill attendance requirements for this meeting

1.  Membership report

Mr. Schricker presented the membership report   The following actions concern membership in J4:

--
The membership of Unisys is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings (214 and 215).

--
Mr. Robert Karlin, representing Karlins’ Korner, having fulfilled his observer requirements and having paid the required fees is now a full voting member of J4.

--
Mr. Bruce Hobbs has been designated the alternate member for Karlins’ Korner.

--
Mr. Tetsuji Imago, Hitachi, Ltd. is now the alternate member for ITSCJ replacing Mr. Shinobu Satoh.

--
Because of various corporate mergers, Mr. Donald A. Nelson, formerly the primary member representing Tandem, is now the primary member for Compaq.

--
Because of various corporate mergers, Mr. Jeff Lanam, formerly the alternate for Tandem, is now the alternate for Compaq.

--
Because of various corporate mergers, Mr. Augustus H. Rice Jr., formerly an observer for Digital Equipment Corporation, is now an observer Compaq.

--
Mr. Owen Leibman has replaced Mr. Jordan Wouk as the alternate member for Wizard Systems.

Membership is now twelve; a quorum is four.  The current membership is shown in the attached J4 Mailing List.

2.  Distribution of documents

The documents distributed for this meeting are listed in the attached document register.

Although normally the committee pays for copies of documents only if a person is asked to write it for the committee during the meeting for later consideration during that same meeting (as opposed to copying papers that someone did not have ready in time to distribute before the meeting), there was consensus that for this meeting that is co-located with WG4, the committee would pay for copying all documents needed at this meeting.

2.1  Document numbering

The chair reminded members that new document numbers must be used for new variations of existing numbered documents.

3.  Approval of agenda

Mr. Spiro moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded that:

the agenda for meeting 216 of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee be approved as amended by the Chair.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --

ABSTAIN -- 
0

The final agenda, J4/98-0598, is attached.

5.  Meeting planning

5.1  Future meetings

The location and dates of Meeting 217 are in downtown Phoenix, Arizona 
on 25 ‑ 30 January 1999.

The future meetings scheduled for J4 are as follows:

DATE
Number
Meeting Type
Location / Host

25 - 30 January 1999
M-217
J4
Phoenix, Arizona
Mr. Nelson, Compaq

15 - 26 March 1999
M-218
J4
Las Vegas, Nevada
Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus

17 - 21 May 1999
M-219
J4
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania
Mr. Fisher, EDS

12 - 16 July 1999
M-220
J4
Salem, Massachusetts
Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus

13 - 17 September 1999
M-221
J4
Location to be determined
Mr. Reimann, 
Fujitsu Software

14 - 19 November 1999
(tentative)
M-222
Co-located 
J4 Meeting 222 and 
WG4 Meeting 21
Amsterdam, The Netherlands
(tentative)
Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen

17 - 28 January 2000
M-223
J4
Carmel, California
Ms Wallace, IBM

19 - 24 March 2000
M-224
J4
open

The following is a list of hosting activities of each J4 member:

Organization
Name
Last Hosting
Next Hosting

Compaq
Donald F. Nelson
February 1998
M-217 / January 1999

Micro Focus
Don A. Schricker
November 1998
M-218 / March 1999

EDS
Raymond W. Fisher
October 1998
M-219 / May 1999

Micro Focus
Don A. Schricker
November 1998
M-220 / July 1999

Fujitsu Software
Artur Reimann
October 1997
M-221 / September 1999

--
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
--
M-222 / November 1999

IBM
Ann Wallace
April 1998
M-223 / January 2000

Wizard Systems
Stephen Spiro
--
--

ITSCJ
Wataru Takagi
May 1995
--

Hewlett-Packard
Veeru Mehta
December 1996
--

Unisys
John R. Brieschke
June 1998


Victor Consulting
Barry Tauber
August 1998
--

Karlins’ Korner
Robert Karlin
--
--

6.  Treasurer's report

6.1  98-0537 - Treasurer's Report for Meeting 215 (Brieschke)

Mr. Brieschke presented J4/98-0537, J4 Treasurer's Report for meeting 215.  Mr. Brieschke recommended that the meeting fee for meeting 217 in January 1999 be set at $150.00.

Mr. Fisher moved and Ms Wallace seconded that:

the meeting fee be set at $150.00 for the January 1999 meeting (217).

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

7.  98-0533 - Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments (Fisher)

The Committee members were requested to mark off the items they had completed on a copy of the Action Item List and give the marked copies to Fisher.

8.  Approval of minutes

8.1  Approval of meetings:

       98-0531 - J4 Meeting 215 Minutes (Fisher)

An ad hoc committee, convened to review the draft of 98‑0531, Meeting 215 Minutes, suggested some minor modifications.  They recommend that 98‑0531, as modified, be approved

Mr. Hobbs moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded that:

the minutes for meeting 215 be approved as modified at meeting 216.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

10.  Report of J4 Chair

10.1  97-0231 (IT/97-0355) - Clarification of Web Distribution of Standards (NCITS Secretariat)

        97-0232 - Response to IT/97-0355, Clarification of Web Distribution of Standards (Schricker)

10.2  LIA-2 coordinating liaison ballot

Mr. Schricker sent notice of LIA-2 arithmetic for comments.  In prior drafts, COBOL had been omitted for list of languages using functions.   Mr. Schricker will verify if COBOL is in the current draft.

10.3  98-0572 - J4 annual report to NCITS (Schricker)

Mr. Schricker will attend the next NCITS meeting to present the report.

12.  Processing of Base Document

12.1  Status of Base Document (Nelson) 

12.1.1  98-0563 - Combined Change Proposal CD 1.4 #2 (Nelson)

Version # 3 of the combined change proposal has been prepared.  There was consensus not to reprint the document with these changes applied because doing so would make it more difficult to handle comments that have been already received.

12.2  98-0428 - Schedule for revision of ISO 1989:1985 - COBOL (Wallace)

Based on direction provided by WG4, Ms Wallace will prepare a proposed schedule revision.

14. Tracking of public review comments on the CD and the responses to them

14.2  U. S. Comments

         97-0318 - J4 Response to U.S. Public Review Comments on COBOL WD 1.4 (Schricker)

         98-0536 - Tracking List for CD Public Review Comments (Fisher)

It was suggested to WG4 members that may need to see 98-0536.

15. Items requiring significant direction - give general direction

15.5   98-0578 - Externalized names (Reimann)

During discussion of 98-0578, Quality Review comment 98-0483/0004.b was also addressed.  
(See agenda item 16.25 page 8.)

Mr. Reimann will prepare a revision to 98-0578 incorporating changes suggested during discussions as this meeting and include provisions to resolve Quality Review comment 98-0483/0004.b.

15.6   98-0502 - Words reserved in directives (Nelson)

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 98-0502 as modified during discussions at meeting 216.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
12
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply the change to the combined change proposal.

16.  Quality review comment processing

16.1  98-0544 (WG4 N0125) Selected CD 1.4 quality review comments for WG4 consideration (Wallace)

Discussion with WG4 of issues which J4 marked for discussion or which WG4 raises on the floor.

         98-0586 - Additional CD 1.4 Quality review comments for WG4 discussion

Matters under this item were intended primarily for discussion in the WG4 session.  However while still in J4 only session, these following issues were addressed:

The committee accepted comment 98-0586/0001 (98-0571/0004) by consensus.

During discussion, comment 98-0586/0002 (98-0571/0002) was split into a and b parts.  There was consensus to accept comment 98-0586/0002.b (98-0571/0002.b) regarding that part of the original comment pertaining to support for conversion from one coded character set to another.

During discussion of 98-0586/0002.a (98-0571/0002.a) pertaining to that part of the original comment pertaining to mixed alphanumeric and national data in alphanumeric literals and alphanumeric data items, the committee took these straw votes:

Remove the capability of mixed alphanumeric and national data in a format-1 alphanumeric literal.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
1
12
4

Members only
1
8
1

Possibility of using a Compiler Directive was discussed, but the idea was not favorably received.

After discussion of file sharing and record locking the committee took these straw votes:

Record locking should guarantee file integrity.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
8
2
13

Members only
5
3
4

The standard should define the locking semantics such that the implementor may hold a lock on additional records or resources in response to a request to hold a lock for a specific record.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
11
5
6

Members only
7
1
4

Remove file sharing and record locking from the standard.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
8
8
6

Members only
6
4
2

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Spiro seconded that           ROLL CALL VOTE “A”    (see page 11)

subject to WG4 approval, remove file sharing and record locking from the standard.

The motion failed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
6
ABSTAIN -- 
0

During discussion of comment 98-0586/0005 (98-0485/0004), Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Spiro seconded to:

make the GLOBAL phrase in the USE statement obsolete in this revision.

Prior to voting on the motion, the committee took this all present straw vote:

Make the GLOBAL phrase in the USE statement obsolete in this revision.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
12
1
6

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
10
NO --
1
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Comment 98-0586/0006 (98-0527/0003) was already accepted at the last meeting.

There was consensus not to include in the current revision changes suggested in comment
98-0586/0010 (98-0486/0001, Binding, and 98-0564/0004, TABLES) regarding determination of size at binding time of dynamic tables whose size is not yet determined at compile time, but whose size is fixed before data is placed in the tables at execution time.

The committee took this straw vote:

Consider the suggestion of comment 98-0586/0010 (98-0486/0001 and 98-0564/0004) in a future revision.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
4
7
6

Members only
3
3
4

The comment is rejected for now.

As a result of the decision of WG4 to remove dynamic tables, Mr. Spiro volunteered to prepare a proposal removing dynamic tables from the draft.

98-0590 was received as a revision of and replacement for 98-0557.  The author withdrew 98-0590, whereupon, the author of 98-0569 withdrew 98-0569.

98-0561 was withdrawn by the author.

During discussion of the suggestion of 98-0543 that the Composite language skeleton be removed from the standard, the committee took this straw vote:

The primary target audience of the COBOL standard includes users.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
7
11
2

Members only
3
8
1

Mr. Fisher moved and Ms Wallace seconded that:

the composite language skeleton should be removed from the COBOL standard.

Prior to voting on the motion, the committee took this all present straw vote:

The composite language skeleton should be removed from the COBOL standard.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
12
3
5

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --
1
ABSTAIN -- 
2

16.25  98-0483 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/4/98 (Wallace)

During discussion of 98-0578, there was consensus to accept comment 98-0483/0004.b.  (See agenda item 15.5 on page 5.)  Mr. Reimann will include changes to resolve this comment in his revision to 
98-0578, Externalized names.

16.43  98-0521 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/12/98 (Wallace)

           98-0523 - Comments on 98-0521 (Karlin)

           98-0528 - (Quality Review) Alphanumeric Character Positions versus Bytes (Klein)

After consideration of the implications of garbage collection and memory management, WG4 reversed the J4 recommendation from meeting 215 and accepted comment 98-0521/0001.  WG4 also referred the matter of further study of prohibitions on use of RETURNING item back to J4 for further study.

16.47  98-0542 - Quality review comments - exception handling (Wallace)

During discussion of item 0003, there was consensus that Mr. Nelson’s suggested rewording of General Rule 4 of the USE statement would resolve the problem.  Mr. Nelson will propose the change.

During discussion of item 0004, there was consensus that all possible declaratives at the current level should be checked before looking to declaratives at a containing level.  Mr. Nelson will propose the change.

During discussion of item 0006 it was recognized that wording of some of the VALIDATE rules need to be cleaned up.  Item identification also needs to be considered.  Mr. Piggott will propose the changes.

16.57  98-0576 - Alignment rules for bit items (Ebbinkhuijsen)
                   Needs J4 discussion on Sunday
           98-0580 - Correction on document J4/98-0576 (Ebbinkhuijsen)
           98-0581 - Second set of corrections on document J4/98-0576 (Ebbinkhuijsen)
           98-0582 - Alignment and size -- Issues for discussion (Schricker)
           98-0474 - Alignment of items (Schricker)
           98-0548 - Slack bytes and bits (Spiro)

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen presented an introduction into the bit and bit group level alignment problem to initiate an ensuing discussion.

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Spiro seconded that:

the draft should be changed to require group items to be aligned on character boundaries.

Prior to voting on the motion, the committee took this all present straw vote:

The draft should be changed to require group items to be aligned on character boundaries.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
10
6
4

The motion failed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
6
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The committee took this straw vote:

The data description entry of a redefining item shall be such that its required alignment is the same as the existing alignment of the redefined item.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
17
3
3

Members only
6
1
4

There was consensus to table this discussion until after we hear from WG4.

16.59  98-0583 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - ALLOCATE/FREE (Wallace)

After discussion of the issues, there was consensus to accept recommendations: 
a - Change the FREE statement Syntax Rule 1,

d - Modify the BASED clause Syntax Rule 2

e - Remove the FREE statement Syntax Rule 2.

There was consensus to accept recommendation c - Disallow the specification of both the RETURNING phrase on the ALLOCATE and the ON phrase on the BASED clause.

There was consensus to reject recommendation b - Modify the ALLOCATE statement rules.

Mr. Reimann volunteered to propose the necessary changes.

16.60  98-0584 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - miscellanesous - 11/12/98 (Wallace)

16.61  98-0585 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - exception handling (Wallace)

During discussion of item 0001, there was consensus to accept the first, second and fourth recommendations for changing the TURN directive semantics and the RAISE statement.

After discussion of the third recommendation, the committee took this straw vote:

All user exceptions are always fatal.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
9
8
4

Members only
5
4
3

Mr. Tauber moved and Mr. Reimann seconded that:

all user exceptions are always fatal.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
5
ABSTAIN -- 
0

During discussion of item 0002, the committee took this straw vote:

Remove the NEXT STATEMENT phrase from the RESUME statement.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
6
7
8

Members only
3
7
2

Mr. Nelson volunteered to propose changes to implement the recommendations of item 0001 and clarify the weaknesses pointed out in item 0002 including adding an example in the ISO note at General Rule 2 of the RESUME statement.

After discussion of item 0003, there was consensus to make EC-PROGRAM-CANCEL-ACTIVE fatal.

Mr. Nelson will propose a change to implement this suggestion.

To resolve item 0004, Mr. Nelson will clarify that there is one “last exception” for the run unit.

The author withdrew item 0005.

16.64  98-0591 - Passing properties by content (Bart)

After discussion, the comment was rejected by consensus.

16.nn  98-0535 - Tracking list for CD quality review comments (Fisher)

Mr. Fisher will prepare a revision of the CD quality tracking document reflecting status as of the end of meeting 216.

26.  Prepare agenda for next meeting 

26.1  Review revision schedule and future meetings

Following the concluding WG4 session, the committee reviewed the work and discussed the proposed agenda for meeting 217.

Time for the scheduled meeting having expired, the chair declared the meeting adjourned at 1800 hours PDT, Friday, 20 November 1998.

                  SUMMARY of J4 ROLL CALL VOTES

Roll Call Vote

A


on page
7

Donald F. Nelson 
Compaq
no

Raymond W. Fisher, CCP
EDS
no

Artur Reimann
Fujitsu Software
YES

Walter Murray
Hewlett-Packard
no

Ann Wallace
IBM
YES

Wataru Takagi
ITSCJ
YES

Robert Karlin
Karlins’ Korner
no

Don A. Schricker
Micro Focus
no

Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen
self
YES

John R. Brieschke
Unisys
YES

Barry Tauber
Victor Consulting
no

Stephen Spiro
Wizard Systems
YES

SUMMARY OF DOCUMENTS ATTACHED TO J4 MEETING 216 MINUTES

Document Number
Date
Topic

J4/98-0592
23 November 1998
Treasurer's Report for Meeting 216

J4/98-0594
20 November 1998
J4 Meeting 216 Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments

J4/98-0597
20 November 1998
J4 Document Register - M216

J4/98-0598
15 November 1998
J4 Meeting 216 Agenda

J4/98-0599
15 November 1998
J4 Meeting 216 Mailing List

Respectfully submitted,

RAYMOND W. FISHER, CCP

J4 Secretary
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